word-final labialisation In brackets In the listing of 
words In the dictionary, but not In the examples. 
Thus In the dictionary we have listed 

yanCw) day 

but In the examples It Is spelt yam, which Is the 
spelling used In the Muyuw books we have published. 

NOUNS 
(a) Possession affixes 

There are three sets of affixes which Indicate 
Intimate, Intermediate or distant mode of possession. 
The Intimate affixes are suffixes, while the Inter- 
mediate and distant affixes are prefixes. Nouns are 
divided Into classes by the set of affixes by which 
they are usually possessed, though some nouns can be 
possessed In two or more different ways, and we have 
seen one noun possessed simultaneously In two ways - 

agu-nama-n 

iny(for eat1ng)-arm-1ts 
which means "the arm of an animal which I will eat." 

The following table shows the sets of afflxes:- 

PERSON INTIMATE INTERMEDIATE DISTANT 



1st sing. 


-g(w) 


agu- or ag- 


guna- 


■ or gun- 


2nd sing. 


-m(w) 


amu- or am- 


inu- 


or irau- 


3rd sing. 


-n 


ana- or an- 


na- 


or ina- 


1st du. Incl. 


-d 


ada- or ad- 


da- 


or ida- 


1st pi, Incl. 


-da 


ada- or ad- 
plus -8 
suffix 


da- 
plus 


or ida- 
-8 suffix 


1st pi. excl. 


-m 


ama- 


na— 


or ima- 


2nd pi. 


-miy 


aml- 


ml- 


or 1ml- 


3rd pi. 


-a 


asi- or aa- 


8l- 


or isl- 



For the Intimately possessed nouns, the non- 
Inclusive plural forms have a change In stress In the 
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noun stem, which may be accompanied by vowel changes, 
as Illustrated below 



nim 


hand 


nama- iS 


the 


root when possessed 


n&nag(v) 




my hand 






your hand 


n&Si&n 




his hand 


n^mad 




our hands (you and I) 


n^joads 




our hands (all of us) 


nim^ra 




our hands, but not yours 


nim&niy 




your hands 


nlmls 




their hands 



kaXei- Is the root for "leg" when possessed 

k^eig{v) nfO' leg 

kakeim(w) your leg 

kaken his leg 

kakeid our legs (you and I) 

k^keids our legs (all of us) 

kiklm our legs, but not yours 

kik^imly your legs 

kik^is their legs 

Intermediate possession can be illustrated as 
follows 

kweim clothing 

4gukweim my clothing 

^jnkveim your clothing 

anakveim his Clothing 

adakweim our Clothing (you and I) 

adakweims our clothing (all of us) 

^makveim our clothing, but not yours 

^mlkweim you (pi.) clothing 

islkweim their clothing 
11 



Distant possession can be Illustrated as follows 

tun&tum house 
gunbun^tum n\y house 
mubunitum your house 

nabun4tum his house 

dabiinitum our house (you and I) 

dabun4tuiiis our house (all of us) , 

mabun&tum our house (but not yours) 

mibunfitum your house 

sibun&tum their house 

In the dictionary copfwon nouns will be Illustrated with 
their most usual possessed forms. 

There are two nouns which do not follow the usual 
pattern of possession. They are kan ("food") and son 
("his cotnpany"), > 

Kan is literally "his food", and Is the general 



i for "yams". 


It is possessed as follows: 


kag(v) 


rny food 


kam(w) 


your food 


kan 


his food 


kads 


our food (all of us) 


kaem 


our food (but not yours) 


kaeimly 


your (pi.) food 


kaelB 


their food 



Son which means '*h1s company" can often be translated 
by the English word "with". 

e.g. Ik4mkwam kan son In, 

He is eating yam» its company fish. 
(He is eating yam with fish). 

It Is possessed as follows: 
soug(v) rny companion 
souin(v) your companion 
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son his companion 
sod the companion of you and I 
sods the companion of all of us 
simey the companion of us but not you 
slmiy your (pi.) companion 
■r^sisiy their companion 

For; plural company or companions there is further 

afftixatlon and vowel change 



SINGULAR 


PLURAL 


soug(w) 


sigwiy 


( soum(w) 


simw^y 


son 


sin^y 


sods 


sid^yas 


slm^y 


sim^yas 


simiy 


sinifyas 


sisfy 


sisfy or slsfyas 


i) Plural nouns 





Some nouns have a collective plural form 
gwad child 
gam^gal children 

Occasionally the suffix -s is added to Indicate 
that a noun is plural. This is an important feature 
of the Budibud language, but it is not commonly used 
in Muyuw. 

Usually the same form is used for singular and 
plural, and hearers know by the context what is meant. 

In the dictionary most nouns will be illustrated 
with their most usual possessed forms. 

Intransitive verb stems can function as a noun. 
Some Intransitive stems are formed by adding -ay to 
the transitive stem. 
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VERBS 


(a) Sub.iect affi 


ixes 


These are as 


follows: 


a- 
ku- 


I 

you (singular) 


i- 


he, she, it 


ta- 


you and I (1st inclusive dual) 


ta-(stem)-s 


all of us (1st inclusive plural) 


ka- 


we but not you (1st exclusive plural) 


ku-(stem)-s 


you (plural) 


i-(stem)-s 


they 


They can be illu; 


itrated with the stem livan, which 


means "speak". 




alfvan 


I speak 


kullvan 


you speak 


llfvan 


he speaks ^ 


talfvan 


you and I speak 


talfvans 


we all speak 


kalfvan 


we(exclusive) speak 


kulfvana 


you all speak 


ilfvans 


they speak 



(b) Transitive verbs and object suffixes 

For an Intransitive verb to become transitive, the 
stress moves to the final syllable of the stem, and a 
final stem vowel is added before the -s 'plural' suffix. 



alivAn 


I say it 


kulivAn 


you say it 


iliv^ 


he says it 


taliv&:i 


you and I say it 


talivdnes 


we all say 1t 
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kalivin we(excluslve) say it 
kuiivanes you all say it 
iliv|.nes they Say it 

For the third person singular object there is no 
suffix, but there are suffixes for the first and second 
singular person, and for all the plural forms. 
They are: 



-g(w) 


me 


-ni(w) 


you (singular) 


nil 


him, her, it 


-d 


you and me 


-ds 


all of us 


-m 


us (exclusive) 


-miy 


you (plural) 


-s 


them 



There are vowel changes with some verb stems when 
they take object suffixes, illustrated by seke- which 
means "give to". 

Iseikelg(w) he gives to me 

iseikeim(w) he gives to you (sing.) 

is'ek he gives to him 

Iseikeid he gives to us (incl. dual) 

ideikeids he gives to us (incl. pi.) 

isekem he gives to us (exclusive) 

iseikein^ly he gives to you (pi.) 

isekes ' he gives to them 

It will be noted that when the final vowel is ei 
It Influences the preceding e so that It becomes ei. 
If the preceding vowel is o. It influences it so that 
It will become ou. Because these changes are auto- 
matic we only indicate the changes In the final vowel, 
and the preceding vowel Is always written as e or o, 
and it can be determined when it should be pronounced 
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el or ou. We write the suffixed forms of seke- 

isekeig 

isekeim 

isek 

isekeld 

isekeids 

isekem 

isekelmly 

isekes 

(c) Plural subjects of transitive verbs 

For transitive verbs, plural subjects are indicated 
by a -s suffix, except for those with a second and 
third plural object, or a first Inclusive plural object. 
In these cases no -s suffix is added, and the differ- 
ence between singular and plural subjects is not 
indicated, thus: 

is^lkelgws they give to me 

Iselkelmws they give to you 

isekes they give to him 

ia^ikeids they give to us(incl. dual) 

is^ikeids they give to us(incl. pi.) 

la^kemas they give to us (excl.) 

is^ikeimly they give to you (pi.) 

Isekes they give to them. 

We spell these words as follows: 
Isekeigs 

Isekelms 
Isekes 
Isekeids 
isekeids 

isekemas 
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'isekeimiy 
/ Isekes 

(d) Real and unreal aspects 

The prefix for real aspect is n- or occasionally 
m-. It means that the action has really happened. 
The unreal prefix b- is for actions which have not 
happened. There are certain vowel modifications 
for second and first exclusive persons with all verbs, 
and vowel changes for some plural stems. These 
changes are best explained with examples. Thus 
with sesu- "stays", we have: 



nases I Stay 

nukus^s you Stay 

nis^s he Stays 

nltases you and I stay 

nitasasus we all Stay 

nakas6s we(exc1 . )stay 

nukusasus you all stay 

nlsasus they stay 



bases I Will Stay 

bukus^s you will stay 

bis^s he will stay 

bitases you and I will 
stay 

bitasasus we all will stay 

bakases we(excl . )wil 1 Stay 

bukusasus you{pl,)will Stay 

bisasus they will stay 



Because sasus means "drink milk from the breast" 
as well as "stay", we spell it sesus for "stay" to 
avoid the confusion which does occur when they are 
spelt in the same way. Thus the words listed above 
are spelt: 



nases 


bases 


makuses 


bukuses 


nises 


bises 


nitases . 


bitases 


nitasesus 


bitasesus 


nakases 


bakases 


nukusesus 


bukusesus 


nisesus 


bisesus 



IT 



For intransitive verbs of one syllable the stress 
falls on the subject prefix and causes It to change 
from 1 to ei in the third person, when the verb has 
a real or unreal aspect marker. 



fmoum 


he is drinking 


be i mourn 


he will drink 


bei mourns 


they will drink 



However for the first person singular and first 
exclusive plural, the prefix vowel changes from a 
to H whether there is an aspect marker or not. 



akmn 


I am eating 


h^am 


I will eat 


kakam 


we are eating 


bakakam 


we win eat 



Stems like kam which begin with ka or ga change 
to the labialised form if preceded by the vowel u. 

ku + kam = ktikwam you eat 

agu + gamag = agugwamag my person or relative 

Many long verb-stems begin with ka, and they become 
cumbersome when preceded by ku-, buku- and nuku- 
prefixes. Elision may occur as follows: 

ku + kfitunags = kukwatunags ("you get ready") which 
is often pronounced kwatunags 

buku + klltunaga = bukxikwatunags ( "you will get ready") 
often pronounced bukwatunags 

similarly nukwatunags for "you are ready". 

(e) Continuous mode 

The verb stem is reduplicated If an action is con- 
tinuous, especially if it Involves many people. The 
reduplication is partial or complete, and is different 
for transitive and intransitive verbs. These are 
variations in the pattern of reduplication for 
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different kinds of verb stems, but the following are 
common patterns: 



ivag 


he is doing 


Ivags 


they are doing 


ivavags 


they keep doing 


ivag 


he does it 


ivages 


they do it 


i wages 


they keep doing it 


Ibas 


he spears 


ibsibas 


they are spearing 


ibgs 


he spears it 


ibibes 


he is spearing it 


ibibasis 


they are spearing it 


Ikil 


she dips water 


ikilikil 


she keeps dipping water 



Verbs in common use will be illustrated with 
affixes in this dictionary, but the continuous mode is 
not usually listed. 
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